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of time, the realization of the German program, and the
heavier taxation entailed by England's necessary naval
counter-measures, "In seven or eight years7 time a critical
situation might arise, in which Russia, if strong in Europe,
might be the arbiter of peace, and have much more influ-
ence in securing the peace of the world than at any Hague
Conference. For this reason it was absolutely necessary
that England and Russia should maintain towards each
other the same cordial and friendly relations as now exist
between England and France/7 28 Izvolski got the impres-
sion that the English wanted Russia to build up her army
and navy as much as possible as a future check to Germany.
Sir John Fisher relates that he sat several times next
Stolypin and Izvolski, and urged them to build up the Rus-
sian army on the Western frontier against Germany:
"Stolypin said to me, 'What do you think we-need most?"
He fancied I should answer, 'So many battleships, so many
cruisers, etc., etc./ but instead I said, 'Your Western Fron-
tier is denuded of troops and your magazines are depleted.
Fill them up and then talk of Fleets!5 Please see enclosure
from Kuropatkin's secret report: 'The foundation of Rus-
sia's safety is her Western boundary P "29
28 Grey, I, 203.  Viscount Grey prints Eardinge's report on the Reval
conversations (I, 202-209), and calls it (p. 196) "the real, full, authentic
confidential record of what took place"; but he indicates on p. 209 that
sundry details concerning Macedonian reforms, Persia, and  Crete  are
omitted. For Hardinge's complete report; see B.D., V, 232-246. Cj. Izvolski's
account of the Reval meeting in his despatch to Benckendorff in London,
June 18, 1908 (Siebert-Schreiner, p. 478), according to which Hardinge
said:    "If Germany should continue to increase her naval armaments
at the same accelerated pace, in six or seven years a most alarming and
strained situation might arise in Europe.   For this reason we in the
interest of peace and the preservation of the Balance of Power, desire
that Russia shall be as strong as possible on land and on sea."   Izvolski
added, "Sir Charles reiterated this idea more than once, whereby he
apparently wished to have it understood that he is expressing not his
own personal opinion, but the decided political conviction of the London
Cabinet."   For German uneasiness as to the Reval meeting, see G.P.,
XXV, 441-494.
29 Fisher to Lord Esher, Sept. 8, 1908; Fisher, Memories, p. 186fo